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Introduction 

 
The Webster County Solid Waste Management Plan 2005-2015 was developed as an addendum 
to the Webster County Comprehensive Plan 2004-2025 by Webster County and the Cities of 
Preston and Weston.  Effective January 1, 2009, the three general purpose local governments 
consolidated into the Unified Government of Webster County.  All solid waste activity in the 
community is now performed under authority of the unified government.       
 
 
Text 
 
Amendment 
At the time the most recent Solid Waste Plan was prepared (2004), the community consisted of 
three general-purpose local governments; the county and two municipalities, Preston and 
Weston.  The three jurisdictions had separate contracts with the same contractor for collection; 
curbside service in both cities, greenbox/dumpster service in the unincorporated area.     
 
Among references in the Plan to collection in the unincorporated area was the statement, “There 
are however, some areas where it would be practical to operate collection services on a door-to-
door, or curbside basis.  Three areas of the unincorporated county could be serviced in this 
manner.”1  The text went on to describe the three areas.  With the concurrence of the county, 
municipal curbside waste collection services were extended into these areas in 2007; generally 
coterminous with unincorporated areas which were already benefiting from municipal water 
services.  The expanded municipal service resulted in an aggregated total of ±490 billable 
accounts. 
 
In 2007, the county converted from greenbox service by contractor to county collection at 
curbside.  This resulted in ±520 billable accounts, e.g. the balance of the community not 
benefitting from municipal collection.   
 
In 2007, the local, contracted waste hauler constructed a small–scale transfer station in the 
community.  The facility is sized to consolidate the waste streams collected by the contractor in 
Webster and two-three other small, rural communities nearby.  The consolidated waste is 
transported out-of-county for disposal.  At this writing improvements are being made which will 
enable the site to serve as a manned drop-off site for recyclables.  
 
Waste Reduction/Recycling 
A waste reduction goal was not established in 2004, and one is not incorporated into this update.  
The 2004 plan included the statement, “Since the per capita rate of disposal in Webster County is 
already very low compared to the state average, it is unlikely that any further reductions can be 
made.”2  Available data suggests the current local per capita disposal rate is approximately 55%-
60% of the state average.  Ongoing activities have resulted in diversion of the following 
materials from landfill disposal. 
                                                 
1 page 273 
2 page 269 
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Materials Diverted From Landfill Disposal 

Old Corrugated 
Cardboard Newspaper Appliances and Metals Tires 

year tons year tons year tons year tons 
annually 30 annually 5 2008 8 2007 105 

- - - - - - 2006 109* 
- - - - - - 2004 49* 

* estimates based on available data 
Source:  Board of Commissioners 
 
 
Collection 
In 2007, both cities extended curbside collection into extraterritorial water service areas.3  This 
was done in accordance with the stated goal of, “…providing curbside garbage pickup to all 
residents living in the unincorporated county who are served by a municipal water supply.”4  At 
the same time, the county converted from privatized collection from greenboxes to curbside 
service by county forces throughout the balance of the community.  At this writing the board of 
commissioners is giving serious consideration to privatizing the curbside collection service.  
Such action would be congruent with the goal of preventing it from becoming, “…necessary for 
any or all of the jurisdictions to enter into the business of collecting and disposing of solid 
waste.”5  Recycling activity is facilitated/maintained via the county’s unmanned drop off sites; 
one for corrugated cardboard,6 one for white goods and metals.7   
 
There is not an organized program for collection of yard debris in the community.  Residents 
who manage this material generally secure permits from the Georgia Forestry Commission and 
burn the material on-site. 
 
Disposal 
Local disposal of solid waste ended with closure of the county landfill in 1993.  There is not an 
existing permit for local disposal of any type of solid waste.  The local waste hauler serving the 
community opened a transfer station in 2007.8  The local municipal waste stream is processed 
through this site and transported to the commercial Subtitle D landfill in Taylor County.  The 
transfer station owner is making site improvements necessary to begin offering a manned drop-
off facility for recyclables in 2009-2010.     
 
 
 

                                                 
3 This includes the City of Richland (Stewart County) extending collection service into a previously existing extraterritorial water service area in 
   Webster County. 
4 page 274 
5 page 277 
6 7601 Washington Street, Preston 
7 7636 Washington Street, Preston 
8 1417 Ben Williams Road 
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Land Limitation 
Despite the previously stated goal of, “…adopting such local codes as are necessary to prevent a 
landfill from being built within….”9 the community, no such codes or rules have been adopted or 
implemented.  By way of this update changes are proposed that would alter the identification of 
land areas deemed unsuitable for a solid waste handling facility; to wit, substituting the 2004 
proposal to develop codes regulating siting of waste handling facilities with the following site 
selection standards:  
 
Siting Standards for Waste-handling Facilities 
 

1. Any solid waste handling facility that may in the future be sited in the community               
must resolve a specific solid waste need of the community. 

 
2. Access and egress of all traffic transporting waste material for subsequent processing, 

handling and/or disposal to any solid waste facility which may in the future be sited in the 
             community, shall be limited to state highway or railway.   
 

3. All points of access and egress to/from any solid waste facility which may in the future 
be sited in the community shall be at least 350 linear feet, centerline-to-centerline, from 
any other driveway (point of access or egress) on the same state route. 

 
4. The main entrance road to any solid waste handling facility which may in the future be 

sited in the community shall be improved and maintained with typical hard-surface 
pavement or gravel for a distance of no less than one hundred feet from pavement edge of 
the state highway. 

 
5. The working area (recycling area, chipper, disposal pit, incinerator, equipment staging 

and maintenance, etc.) of any waste handling facility which may in the future be sited in 
the community shall be permanently blocked from horizontal view from any public area 
or pre-existing development via earthen berm, dense hedge or tree cover, or other 
appropriate means. 

 
Education and public involvement 
The community does not have a KAB affiliate but does facilitate KAB-type waste reduction 
activities/programs; specifically the annual Great American Cleanup.  The community lacks the 
resources to offer a permanent program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
9 page 302 
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Solid Waste Management Plan – Short Term Work Program 

2010 - 2015 

Goal Cost 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Maintain targeted business recycling - X X X X X X 
Make double-sided copies when possible - X X X X X X 
Purchase office products made from recycled materials 
when possible - X X X X X X 

Maintain Keep America Beautiful activities ±$1,500 X X X X X X 
Consider privatizing curbside collection countywide ±$140K X      
If collection is not privatized countywide, replace 
garbage truck ±$170K  X     

Participate in any state-sponsored scrap tire cleanup 
program - X X X X X X 

Adopt site selection standards for waste-handling 
facilities  - X      

Continue landfill post-closure process $10K X X X X X X 
Monitor development activity through permit issuance Staff time X X X X X X 
Maintain affordable, self-sustaining service ±$140K X X X X X X 
Publish solid waste full cost report annually $35 X X X X X X 
Consider adoption of litter ordinance Staff time X X     

Solid Waste Management Plan Report of Accomplishments 

2005 - 2009 

Goal Accomplishments 
Secure grant for recycling facility Application to GEFA not funded 
Build recycling facility Accomplished with local funds 

Publish, distribute newsletter Local governments have consolidated; newsletter is no 
longer a priority 

Consolidate dumpster locations Dumpster service was been abandoned in favor of curbside 
collection. 

Curbside service to water customers Accomplished 
Maintain affordable service Service is affordable and self-sustaining 

Maintain contract w/private vendor New unified government is honoring previously existing 
contract Preston and Weston had with contract hauler. 

Adopt local codes/no landfills Effort being abandoned in favor of developing additional site 
selection standards 

Target businesses for recycling Activity is ongoing 
Educate 4th or 5th graders Lost priority; county lacks staff for activity 
Maintain Keep America Beautiful The county continues to support KAB-type clean-up events 
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Per Capita Solid Waste Disposal Volumes 

Estimates 2000 - 2008 

Projections 2009 - 2020 

Year Population1 Volume2 Daily per capita3

2000 2390 1021 tons 2.34 
2001 2288 1292 tons 3.09 
2002 2247 1390 tons 3.39 
2003 2280 1577 tons 3.79 
2004 2279 1532 tons 3.68 
2005 2244 1561 tons 3.81 
2006 2211 1598 tons 3.96 
2007 2234 1676 tons 4.11 
2008 2164 1675 tons 4.24 
2009 2136 1703 tons 4.37 
2010 2108 1724 tons 4.48 
2011 2120 1776 tons 4.59 
2012 2135 1824 tons 4.68 
2013 2148 1870 tons 4.77 
2014 2163 1911 tons 4.84 
2015 2177 1951 tons 4.91 
2016 2192 1984 tons 4.96 
2017 2204 2015 tons 5.01 
2018 2218 2040 tons 5.04 
2019 2233 2066 tons 5.07 
2020 2248 2080 tons 5.07 

1 2000 population is from 2000 Census; 2001-2008 populations are from annual Census Bureau estimates; 2009-2020 populations are 
     projections of River Valley Regional Commission (2009-2010 is continuation of estimates trend for 2001-2008; 2011-2020 is 
     repeat of 1990-2000 trend, e.g. annual increase of 12-15). 
2 2000-2005 volumes are from state regulatory agency; 2006-2020 data are estimates of River Valley Regional Commission. 
3 computed using 365 day year 
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Disposal Capacity Assurance Letter from Landfill 

 

 



Draft 10/15/2009 

 
first solid waste hearing notice 
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second solid waste hearing notice

 
 

 
 
 
 


