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Introduction

This is the third full comprehensive planning document prepared by Webster County in
compliance with the Georgia Planning Act of 1989. One additional intervening document was
classified as a Partial Update. The legislative intent and purpose of said law, codified at
0.C.G.A. 36-7-1, is as follows:

The local governments of the State of Georgia are of viral importance to the state and its citizens.
The state has an essential public interest in promoting, developing, sustaining, and assisting local
governments. In addition, the natural resources, environment, and vital areas of the state are of
vital importance to the state and its citizens. The state has an essential public interest in
protecting and preserving the natural resources, the environment, and the vital areas of the state.
The purpose of this article is to provide for local governments to serve these essential public
interests of the state by authorizing and promoting the establishment, implementation, and
performance of coordinated and comprehensive planning by municipal governments and county
governments, and this article shall be construed liberally to achieve that end. This article is
enacted pursuant to the authority granted the General Assembly in the Constitution of the State of
Georgia, including, but not limited to, the authority provided in Article III, Section VI,

Paragraphs I and II(a)(1) and Article [X, Section II, Paragr aphs 111 and IV.

The law charged the Georgia Department of Communlty"/,/ffaus with the responsibility of
providing a framework for development, management ‘and implementation of local
comprehensive plans. The framework developed and: pubhshed by the Department took the form
of Minimum Standards and Procedures for.Local Complehenswe Planning. This plan was
prepared in compliance with the standards andi cedmes ‘which took effect January 1, 2013,

The required plan elements apphcable to Webstel County are:
Community Goals, stated herein, as a Vls1on Statement
Needs and Opportunities™ =~
Community Work Pro glam

The steering committee con51sted of the board of commissioners, key local government staff and
stakeholders. The only economic-development agency in the commumty is currently inactive.
As a member of both boards the chairman of the board of commissioners represented the
Webster County Industrial Development Authority.

One public hearing was held at the initiation of plan development to solicit public input and
participation in plan development; a second hearing was held after the draft plan had been made
available for public review and comment. Formal public hearing announcements were made via
block ads published in the newspaper of local circulation. Stakeholder invitations were delivered
verbally, face-to-face at the Webster County Olde Tyme Fair and via telephone reminders of
hearing and meeting dates. Attendance at the first public hearing totaled 45, fifteen attended the
follow-up meeting and seven attended the second public hearing.




Webster County Vision Statement

Webster County is a community where...

e personal enrichment and fulfillment are given priority over community
growth and development,

e community development does not compromise the quality of our natural
resources,

¢ community involvement and familiarity among residents is high,

* wise and innovative investment of public resources facilitates the well-being
of residents,

* tourism, in the form of presenting local history and marketing natural
resources, and support for local and outside investment comprise our
approach to economic development,

 services are available at a level commensurate Wlth local need, and

* government services do not exceed local A,can‘ymg_capamty




Webster County Needs and Opportunities
Needs:

Recreation
Expanded options for all age groups

Economic Development

Jobs better matched for the “higher” skill levels of residents

Tourism promotion (sites, museum development (farm implements, artifacts, sell local
products), hunting, farm visits

Improved access to internet

Financial, technical, marketing assistance for small business (cottage industries) start-up

Transportation
Improved maintenance of state highway routes

Selectively pave local roads
Secure county roadways which double as private dams
Additional street lighting
Sidewalk repair

e,

Health
Home health and transit services for the elde11y
Primary care center -
Urgent care facility

Greater access to health department S€1 Vlces

; extended hours/expanded outreach

Government/Community services-
Additional government office’ ﬂ001 and storage space

Unsafe building code/enforcement for 1es1dent1al and commercial structures
More retail options *
Expand (connect) public (Preston’ and Weston) water services

Opportunities:

Economic Development

Lake Kinchafoonee

Cottage industries

Vacant buildings available for redevelopment (governmental, museum and commercial use)
Reorganization of our development authority to support and facilitate economic investment
Abundant historic and natural resources for tourism promotion

Railroad

Good east/west highway exposure/access

Housing
Land available for development

School system with good academic reputation to receive tuition students
Availability of public water system




Community Work Program
2015-2019
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Report of Accomplishments
2010-2014
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